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Being disappointed there he continued his journey on
foot to Greenville, Meriwether County, where he had
more success even than he had expected, for he obtained
a position as principal of the Greenville Academy at a
salary of two hundred dollars per year in addition to the
fees paid by the pupils. This position he occupied for
three years.

While at Greenville he employed his leisure hours
reading law in the office of Hiram Warner, judge of the
superior court of Georgia, afterwards judge of the
supreme court of the state and member of Congress. In
this way he acquired the rudiments of the profession. As
soon as he had gained sufficient capital to make a start in
life elsewhere, he bought a horse, and, in March, 1837,
took the trail through the "Cherokee Tract" toward the
Northwest. This trail was a pathway formed by driving
cattle and swine through the forest from Kentucky and
Tennessee to Georgia. Dr. Parks, of Greenville, accom-
panied Trumbull during a portion of the journey. They
traveled unarmed but safely, although Trumbull carried
a thousand dollars on his person, the surplus earnings of
his three years in Georgia. For a young man of twenty-
four years without a family this was affluence in those
days.

Through Kentucky, Trumbull continued his journey
without any companion and made his entrance into
Illinois at Shawneetown, on the Ohio River, where he
presented letters of introduction from his friends in
Georgia and was cordially welcomed. After a brief stay
at that place he continued his journey to Belleville, St.
Clair County, bearing letters of introduction from his
Shawneetown friends to Adam W. Snyder and Alfred
Cowles, prominent members of the bar at Belleville.
Both received him with kindness and encouraged him to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